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Convention on International Trade in Endangered 

Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES)

• Multilateral Environmental Agreement with 182 Parties 

• Agreed in Washington, D.C. on 3 March 1973; Entered into 

force in 1975 

• CITES is the preeminent global legal instrument for 

regulating international trade in wild animals and plants

• CITES serves to both facilitate legal, sustainable and 

traceable trade and combat the illegal wildlife trade



CITES Species

• CITES regulates international trade in                    

over 35,000 species

– Around 29,500 Plants and 5,500 

Animals

• Not all listed species appear in 

trade

– About 150 animal species and 1,800 

plant species account for 90% of CITES transactions

• The species are listed in three Appendices, 

according to the degree of protection they need



CITES Appendices

Appendix I: 

• Species threatened with extinction.

• International commercial trade in wild-taken 

specimens is generally prohibited 

Appendix II: 

• Species not necessarily threatened with extinction, 

but for which trade must be controlled to avoid their 

becoming so. 

• International commercial trade is allowed but 

regulated

Appendix III: 

• Species for which a country is asking Parties to 

help with its protection. 

• International trade is permitted but regulated.



Not all species are prohibited from trade…

Of the 35,000+ CITES-listed species…

97% 

Appendix II&III 

(regulated)

(international commercial trade in 

wild specimens prohibited)

3% Appendix I



Framework for regulation of trade

• CITES uses a system of permits and 

certificates to regulate international 

trade in species listed in the 

Appendices.

• Permits or certificates may only be 

issued if certain conditions are met 

• An appropriate permit or certificate 

must accompany any CITES listed 

specimens exported, re-exported or 

imported.



Wildlife crime: A serious and global threat 

Wildlife crime threatens the survival of some of 

the world’s most charismatic species, as well as 

many lesser-known species. 
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Wildlife crime: A serious and global threat 

• Wide range – from opportunistic and organized to highly sophisticated 

networks

• High value, profit, volume – change in scale, nature of the crime and 

illegal trade dynamics

• Low punishments 
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Wildlife crime: A serious and global threat 

Reality: criminals, on a day to day basis, make more $$ 

from illegally harvesting and trading some animals and 

plants than from dealing in narcotics, weapons or 

humans. 

Response: Deploy the same techniques as those used 

against other serious domestic and transnational 

organized crimes.
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Combating wildlife trafficking

• Inter-agency collaboration and 

cooperation at the national and international 

level are essential

– CITES Authorities

– Customs

– Police

– Prosecutor

– …
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The ICCWC response

The CITES Secretariat

INTERPOL

UN Office on Drugs and Crime

World Bank

World Customs Organization

Complementary mandates

Unique pool of knowledge 
and expertise

Extensive national and 
regional networks

Joining 
forces as 
ICCWC





ICCWC’s five focus areas

1. Strengthening cooperation and coordination

2. Facilitating analysis of                                            
national responses

3. Building capacity at                                                   
national levels

4. Raising awareness and
political support

5. Using knowledge and innovation to inform 
contemporary responses to wildlife crime

https://cites.org/sites/default/files/eng/
com/sc/66/Inf/E-SC66-Inf-21.pdf

https://cites.org/sites/default/files/eng/com/sc/66/Inf/E-SC66-Inf-21.pdf






Other Tools available through ICCWC

• CITES Virtual College: interactive courses and a 
‘formation center’ with capacity-building 
activities and materials on-line 
http://campusvirtual.unia.es/cites/

– Introduction to CITES for Customs, Training course 
for enforcement officers, Information module for 
prosecutors and the judiciary, CITES Train the 
Trainers Presentations

– Green Customs Knowledge Series

http://campusvirtual.unia.es/cites/


ICCWC Indicator Framework
• Self assessment to monitor and measure law enforcement 

capacity and response

https://cites.org/sites/default/files/eng/                                 
com/sc/66/Inf/E-SC66-Inf-22.pdf

https://cites.org/sites/default/files/eng/com/sc/66/Inf/E-SC66-Inf-22.pdf


Other Tools available through ICCWC

Secure communication and intelligence sharing 
channels

• INTERPOL

– I24/7: a global communications system to connect 
law enforcement officers in all INTERPOL member 
countries.

– INTERPOL Databases. 

– INTERPOL Notices.



Other Tools available through ICCWC

Secure communication and intelligence sharing 
channels

• World Customs Organization

– Customs Enforcement Network (CEN) seizure 
database.

– CENcomm, a secure communication system for 
short-term enforcement operations and long-term 
projects (ENVIRONET and library). 





Other Tools available through ICCWC

Training materials/Manuals

– Special Investigative Techniques

– Manual for Controlled Deliveries – A                                  
Technique For Investigating Wildlife Crime

– Manual for Questioning Wildlife Smugglers – A 
technique for investigating wildlife crime.

– Handbook on Wildlife Smuggling Concealment.

Available at: http://www.interpol.int/Crime-areas/Environmental-
crime/Resources

http://www.interpol.int/Crime-areas/Environmental-crime/Resources


Enforcement Focal 
points

https://cites.org/en
g/resources/enforc
ement_focal_point
s

National contacts 
CITES authorities

https://cites.org/eng/resources/enforcement_focal_points


Conclusion

• CITES serves to both facilitate legal, sustainable and traceable trade 
and combat the illegal wildlife trade

• Combating wildlife crime demands a determined and coordinated 
response. 

• Increased international cooperation and a well-coordinated 
response across range, transit and destination countries is essential.

• A number of tools and services are available through ICCWC.

24



25

Thank you for your attention

Edward van Asch

ICCWC Support Officer

Phone: +41 22 917 81 46

Fax: +41 22 797 34 17

edward.van-asch@cites.org

http://cites.org/eng/prog/iccwc.php

http://cites.org/eng/prog/iccwc.php

